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ABSTRACT

We examine the feasibility of wind measurement in the lower atmosphere with
centimeter wavelength (microwave) Doppler radars. Because it is assumed that
only natural scatterers contribute echoes, their frequency and distribution
over continental United States is presented. A method to retrieve
environmental winds from radial velocity fields measured in isolated cells is
developed and demonstrated through comparisons with winds synthesized from two
radars and with rawinsonde observations. It is shown that 10 cm wavelength
radars should be consistently capable of profiling winds in the planetary
boundary layer. In the winter during stable atmospheric conditions, the
echoes are primarily due to turbulent mixing of refractivity gradients whereas
in warmer months convective mixing and insects are the main contributors.



WIND PROFILING OF STORMY AND QUIESCENT ATMOSPHERES WITH MICROWAVE RADARS

Dusan S. Zrnic', Steven D. Smith, Arthur Witt,
Robert M. Rabin, and Mangalore Sachidananda*

1. INTRODUCTION

This report investigates the feasibility of measuring winds in the lower
atmosphere with microwave Doppler radars. It is assumed that natural
scatterers such as hydrometeors and/or refractive index irregularities are the
only ones present. Thus, techniques based on tracking balloons or on
obtaining echo from chaff are not considered. Echo strengths from refractive
index irregqularities at microwave wavelengths are very weak or nonexistent
above the planetary boundary layer (Doviak and Zrnic', 1984). Therefore, for
measurements of winds outside the lowest 1 to 2 km of the atmosphere, radars
may have to rely on the presence of clouds bearing hydrometeors. For that
reason we examine the distribution of radar echoes in the continental U.S.A.
and give typical reflectivity values for some cloud types.

A technique to obtain environmental winds from measurements in isolated
storms observed with a single radar is examined. Results are compared with
those from two radars and from nearby rawinsondes.

Echoes in clear air are examined and several case studies are dis-
cussed. Some of the measurements were made specifically for this task in the
winter of 1985 when echoes were very weak. Other measurements were obtained
in earlier experiments in the spring of 1983. Reflectivities are compared
with theoretical values based on turbulent mixing of refractivity gradients
and convective mixing driven by solar radiation. The Appendices discuss the
theories and provide other calculation details.

2. THE FREQUENCY AND DISTRIBUTION OF RADAR ECHOES OVER THE UNITED STATES

The frequency and the distribution of radar echoes over the U.S. are
highly variable. In order to investigate the seasonal and geographic varia-
tions, data from 31 WSR-57 radar stations for 1962 to 1964 were examined.
Grantham and Kantor (1967) determined mean monthly frequencies and proba-
bilities of radar echoes within 100 miles of the radar site in 3-hour time
intervals for each of the 31 radar stations. In addition, the echo coverage

*Dr. Sachidananda is a Postdoctoral Research Associate of the National
Research Council and guest investigator at the National Severe Storms

Laboratory.
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Figure 2.1.--WSR- 57 network.

probabilities were estimated from low-level pulse position indicator (PPI) for
a six-station sample: Sacramento, Amarillo, Minneapolis, Kansas City, New
York, and Key West. The lowest echo power that was used in obtaining these
statistics corresponds to 7 dBZ. Climates at the six stations are given in

Appendix A.

2.1 Frequency of Radar Echoes Across the U.S.

The locations of the 31 radar stations are shown in Fig. 2.1. For each
station the probabilities that radar echoes existed between given height
intervals were calculated. The data for four seasonal months - January,
April, July, and October - are shown in Fig. 2.2, In January (winter), we see
fairly low probabilities (10-25%) in California, the Southern Plains states,
and the western portion of the Midwest. Somewhat higher probabilities (26-
45%) are found east of the Mississippi River, in western Montana, and along
the Gulf Coast of Louisiana and eastern Texas. The highest probabilities (>
50%) occur in southern Florida and at Buffalo (this being caused by lake-
effect snows). Unfortunately, large data void regions exist in the Pacific

R

Figure 2.2a.--Frequency of radar echoes (percent of time) within a 100 mile
radiue of the radar, for January.

Sle

Figure 2.2b.--Frequency of radar echoes (percent of time) within a 100-mi.
radius of the radar, for April.
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Pigure 2.3.--Diurnal variatione in radar echo frequency, for six locatione and
four seasonal months.
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Figure 2.3. (Continued)

2.3 Echo Coverage Probabilities

For the same six stations, probabilities of echo coverage of a radar PPI
scope out to a 100-mile range are presented for four seasonal months along
with the diurnal variations (Fig. 2.4). The amount of echo coverage is divi-
ded into four groups: no echoes, 0%; low coverage, 1-30%; moderate coverage,
31-70%; and high coverage, 71-100%. Note that the probabilities of no echoes
in Fig. 2.4 equal 100% minus the probabilities in Fig. 2.3. From Fig. 2.4 we
see that, although the probabilities of at least Tow coverage reach a maximum
in summer (except at Sacramento), the probabilities for high coverage remain
roughly equal year-round, except in Key West where they are much higher in
summer and autumn, and in Sacramento where they are near zero in summer.

2.4 Average Number of Clear, Cloudy, and Precipitation Days in the U.S.A.

NOAA data on cloudiness and precipitation for 39 U.S.A. cities are listed
in Appendix A (Table A.7) and are summarized in Table 2.1. We conclude from
these data that on a national average, 110 days per year (or 30% of the time)
are clear with no radar echoes. From Table 2.2 we see that 38% of the time
echo tops exceed 10,000 ft. Of these 38%, about 12% of the time, there is



Northwest, the Rocky Mountain states, the Northern Plains, New England, and
the interior Southeast.

For April (spring) the probabilities have risen slightly (<10%) in
California and western Montana and also along the East Coast. Probabilities
have risen considerably (>10%) in the Southern Plains and western Midwest
states but are lTower in Florida.

In July (summer) most sites reach their maximum probabilities, with the
exception of California, which is at a minimum. Almost three-fourths of the
radar stations east of the Rockies have probabilities > 50%, with high proba-
bilities (> 75%) occurring along the southeastern coast.

In October (autumn) most probabilities drop off significantly from their
summer maximums, except in southern Florida where probabilities still remain
high (-80%), and in California where they rise slightly from their summer
minimums. A more detailed listing of radar echo probabilities for different
heights above mean sea level is given in Appendix A.

Figure 2.2c.--Frequency of radar echoes (percent of time) within a 100-mi. 2.2 Diurnal Variations

: ly. ‘
radius of the radar, for July For six radar stations - Sacramento, Amarillo, Minneapolis, Kansas City,

New York, and Key West - histograms were constructed to depict the diurnal
variations of echo probability by 3-hour periods for each season (Fig. 2.3).

Variations in echo probabilities (Fig. 2.3) tend to be less in autumn and
winter; greater in spring and summer. The smallest diurnal variation occurs
at Amarillo and Kansas City in January; the largest occurs at Amarillo in
July. The peak probabilities occurring during the afternoon and early evening
hours are associated with the time of maximum convective activity. We note
i that generally low probability levels (< 30%) occur for Sacramento (except
between 1300 and 2100 local standard time (LST) in April), for Amarillo
(except in July), and for Minneapolis and Kansas City during January and
October. Moderate values (~ 30 - 70%) occur for Sacramento in April between
1300 and 2100 LST, for Amarillo in July, for Minneapolis and Kansas City in
April and July, for Key West in January and April, and for New York year-
round. High values (>70%) occur only at Key West during July and October.

Figure 2.2d.--Frequency of radar echoes (percent of time) within a 100-mi.

radiue of the radar, for October.
4
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Pigure 2.4.--Echo coverage probabilities during four seasonal months, for the

aix locatione represented in Fig. 2.3.
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Figure 2.4. (Continued)
sufficient cloudiness and scattered light precipitation to allow velocity

The remaining 26% of the time rain is

sufficiently widespread to expect rain at the radar site (or any other
point). Thus we expect to be able to make wind measurements to at least 3 km
(10,000 ft) above ground level (AGL) more than 38% of the time.

Our summary of radar echo frequency data (Table 2.2) shows monthly varia-

bility of about 20-30%.
the 31 stations listed in Appendix A.

The values in this table are averages of data from
We see that in late spring and summer

more than 50% of the time, radars will be able to make measurements to over
3 km. This drops to about 30% in winter. Overall we expect to make measure-

ments to at least 3 km 38% of the time.

With sensitive Doppler radars we expect to be able to make some measure-
‘ ments even in nonprecipitating clouds (see Appendix B). The cross
‘ unit volume for weakly reflecting clouds is given in Table 2.3 together with

the effective reflectivity factor Z, (see Doviak and Zrnic', 1984),

section per



Table 2,1,--Summarv of Data on Clouds and Precipitation in *he U.S.A.

Average number of days Mean 7% Standard deviation %
110 clear days 30% t11%
149 cloudy days 41% +10%
106 precipitation days 29% 9%

Table 2.2.--Summary of Radar Echo Frequency Data
Height (kft above sea level)

Month 0-4.9 5-9.9 10-14.,9 15-19,9 20-24,9  25-29,9 30+
33.47 32.63 28.23 19.68 10.27 3.90 1.50
g:g 34,00 33.32 28,15 20,51 11.97 5.39 2.90
Mar 34,27 35.50 33.36 26,03 17.86 7.76 4,71
Apr 38.57 38,52 36,55 30.36 20,88 12,77 8.17
May 50.20 41,28 39.34 35,58 30.61 21.53 15.59
Jun 51.80 51.87 51.53 49,18 43.35 35.17 26.01
Jul 54,33 54,32 57.07 52,58 48,01 39.30  30.12
Aug 52.83 52.82 52.49 43,80 37.64 35,72 28.31
Sep 49,35 49,34 48.70 47.25 39.47 29.20 21.50
Oct 33.39 33.36 32,34 28,57 21.15 13,58 8.18
Nov 34,68 34,62 29.92 21,97 14,15 6.76 3.70
Dec 32,72 32.05 27.20 17.58 9.53 3.92 1.93
Yearly Av. 41.64 40,14 38.49 32.76 25,41 17.92 12,72
Table 2.3.--Cross Sections for Various Cloud Types
Cloud type Cross section (m *) Effective reflectivity factor (dBZ)
Fair weather cumulus 1.8 X 10'%2 -32
Cumulus congestus 2.6 X 10” 14
to 4.31§ 10° -1 to -19
Stratocumulus 9 X 10:12 -16
Altocumulus 9 X 10_13 4 |
Altostratus 4 X 10 13 -11
Cirrus 9 X 107 2

3. USE OF STORMS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL WIND PROFILING

3.1 Methodology

We estimate Cartesian wind components by analyzing single Doppler radar
data. A Doppler radar samples only the radial component and therefore pro-
vides an incomplete description of the vector wind. If one can describe the

10

vector wind by some assumed model, it may bhe possible to deduce the parameters
of such a model. For simplicity we describe the wind as being horizontal,
invariant over the data acquisition time, and spatially uniform within some
analysis domain. For a radar scanning a uniform horizontal wind, the radial
component v. is related to the radar beam azimuth ¢ and elevation angle 6
through the following relationship (in matrix notation):

Vr=PK2
where
P = [cosqg sin¢, cos 8 cos ¢, (3.1)
u
K= |°],
Vo

Uy and v, are constants denoting the east-west and north-south uniform wind
components which must be estimated, and qg = E% + ec is elevation angle cor-
rected for the earth's curvature (see Koscielny et al., 1982). The

angle 0, is given by

-1 r cos Ge
6. = tan = (3.2)
c a, + r sing,

where r is slant range and ag 1s the earth's radius adjusted for beam bending
due to vertical gradients of refractive index (Doviak and Zrnic', 1984),

It will be shown that estimates of Ko are the solutions to a multivariate
regression problem. Consider an analysis domain within which there are n
radial velocity estimates. (This analysis domain is chosen to be either a
circular arc of azimuthal width A¢ or a sector of azimuthal width A4 and small
range width Ar to keep contamination by vertical wind shear small). The i-th
estimate can be expressed as the sum of two terms:

~

Vi =PiKy+ e (3.3)
of which the additional term €; expresses that part of radial velocity v not
explained by the uniform wind model. Factors that contribute to g; are errors
due to velocity measurement, nonuniformities of the wind, and (if the measure-
ments are taken in precipitation) raindrop terminal fallspeeds. Collecting

11



P A

the n velocities into a column vector Vn, least-squares estimates K2 are

given by

ylp IV, (3.4)

T
P2 P n2'n*

Ky = (P2 Pra

The superscripts -1 and T indicate the matrix inverse and tr%nspose respec-
T T T
tively (Draper and Smith, 1981), and Pn2 = (Pl, P2’ ceses Pn)

In general, ﬁz and the true Ky differ and thesehdifferences can be decom-
posed into bias and variance errors. The estimates K2 are biased
if E[Kz] # Ky, which occurs when the uniform wind model (3.1) is inadequate.
Raindrop terminal fa]lspeeds and nonuniformities of the wind are the major
contributors to biases of K2. The degree to which wind estimates are biased
depends on the geometry of the analysis domain and the magnitudes of the non-

uniformities of the wind.

Variance errors depend on both the geometry of the analysis domain and
ve1oc1ty measurement uncertainty. The variances of the uniform wind estimates

(i.e., u o0’ vo) are given by the diagonal elements of the variance-covariance
matrix . 12
_ A = v - . 3.5

where oE? js velocity estimate variance due to measuremegt error. If 02 is
unknown, an est1mate 1s given by the residual variance s E E /(n 2)
where En (v - P K2)

Expression (3.5) is useful in determining the appropriate geometry of the
analysis domain so as to keep VAR(KZ) to1erab1e. It can be shown that the
trace of Cpp (equal to the sum VAR(u ) + VAR(v )) for a circular arc of data

is given (approximately) by

2
12 sec™ ¢’
e 3.6
T{C) =7 < (3.6)

(Doviak and Zrnic', 1984). Equation (3.6) expresses the need for a large azi-
muthal width of data when single Doppler velocities are processed to obtain
the uniform wind. Evaluation of (3.6) shows that accurate wind estimates are

-1
made when A¢ > /6 radians (i.e., > 30°) and o< Ims ~.

12

Data acquisition schemes limit n for a given A¢ and therefore the minimum
variance. To take further advantage of the n~1 dependence on estimate var-
iance, velocity data can be processed within a sector of range width ar. Two
related methods can be used to retrieve Jo and ;o from such a sector. In one,
the fit is done for each data point as just outlined. Alternately we can ave-
rage velocities over the range interval Ar and fit the resulting data on an
arc (see Appendix C). Although fewer data are used in this type of analysis,
there is an n;l decrease in oi ("r is the number of data averaged in range).
Two advantages of range averaging are that both computer memory requirements
and the number of computations necessary to evaluate ﬁz are reduced. In order
to constrain biases at higher elevations due to vertical wind shear, the range
averaging interval must be kept less than 10 km; this also helps reduce the

effects of differences of the angles between the beam and the local horizon.

Above the planetary boundary layer (1.5 - 2.0 km AGL), backscatter at
microwave frequencies from refractive index fluctuations is generally too weak
for accurate velocity estimation. To obtain velocities at these higher
levels, we must rely on radar targets of opportunity such as storms and con-
vective cells with sufficiently large backscatter. If these are unavailable,
artificial targets such as chaff or balloons must be introduced to the atmos-
phere. We do not consider these latter alternatives but rather attempt to
profile the winds using storm data.

Doppler data collected within storms on two days (June 19, 1980, and May
17, 1981) were processed to produce wind profiles using the uniform wind algo-
rithm. On both days, volume scans allowed sampling of the in-storm winds up
to heights of nearly 15 km with good spatial resolution (data spaced 1° in
azimuth and 150 m in range). Prior to data analysis, radial velocities were
edited to remove anomalous data resulting from weak signal (SNR < 5 dB) and
overlaid echoes. Also to reduce as much as possible contamination of veloci-
ties by raindrop terminal fallspeeds, data within 40 dBZ contours were not
used. When necessary, velocities were dealiased.

The sectors over which the uniform wind components were estimated sub-
tended 30° in azimuth (primarily because of limitations on the availability of
data) and approximately 10 km in range. For sectors this size, the maximum
number of processed data, n, was ~ 2000. Because some data are missing after
editing, a minimum threshold on n was set at one-half this value. In general,

13
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vuniform wind estimates have unacceptably large variance when n decreases below
this threshold (when processing velocity data in real-time, a minimum thres-
hold on the azimuthal extent of the data should also be imposed).

The results of the uniform wind analysis for the two days are shown in
sections 3.2.1 and 3.2.2. Also shown are profiles derived from dual Doppler
reconstructed wind fields at various levels through the storms and storm
proximity soundings. Comparisons between single and dual Doppler derived pro-
files are made to determine how well uniform winds represent the average flow
within storms. A second comparison between rawinsonde and Doppler derived
profiles helps determine whether in-storm winds represent the environmental
flow. Figure 3.1 shows the relative positions of NSSL's Doppler radars and
rawinsonde sites used for these comparisons.

3.2 Results of the Uniform Wind Analysis

3.2.1 June 19, 1980

On this day, a storm first formed in west-central Oklahoma and was
tracked on radar from 1942 to 2215 CST as it moved to the southeast (Vasiloff
and Brandes, 1984), Early in the storm's lifetime (2016 CST) echo intensities
were less than 50 dBZ and in-storm winds were relatively unperturbed. By 2215
CST, maximum reflectivities exceeded 60 dBZ, peak updraft speeds were in
excess of 60 ms‘l, and a mesocyclone had formed on the southwest flank of the
storm both at middle and low levels. Maximum echo tops at this time were near

14

16 km AGL. Figures 3.2 and 3.3 show dual Doppler reconstructed winds within
the storm and the reflectivity factor contours at 4 km AGL for 2016 and 2215.

Profiles derived from uniform wind estimates at 2016 CST for sectors
30° x 2.5 kin are shown in Figs. 3.4a and 3.4b. These figures illustrate how
uniform wind estimates can differ considerably even though they were derived
from data separated by short range intervals. Although some of the variation
between profiles can be explained by wind estimation errors, the larger dif-
ferences are the result of nonuniformities of the wind, which bias the uniform
wind estimates to different degrees. As stated previously, bias errors can be
reduced by selecting appropriate analysis volume geometry. However, the
choice of analysis volume geometry must depend on the type and magnitude of
the nonuniformities that cause these biases. Also, in many cases, variance
errors are compromised when bias errors are reduced. Since the exact model of
the wind field is unknown, we cannot reduce bias errors but must be aware of
their presence. We can, however, reduce variance errors by processing data
over larger sectors (e.g., 30° x 10 km).

Figures 3.5a and 3.5b compare profiles from dual Doppler reconstructed
winds, a uniform wind analysis (single radar) over the (30° x 10 km) sector
shown in Fig. 3.2 and the 2015 CST OUN rawinsonde (OUN is collocated at the
Norman Doppler radar site). Figures 3.6a and 3.6b quantify discrepancies
between the three profiles in terms of wind speed and direction differences.

A second uniform wind analysis was performed at 2215 CST. At this time
there was nearly 40 km of useable data at each elevation, so for 30° x 10 km
sectors there were four estimates of uy and v, in range. (The data used in
this analysis are outside the boundary of Fig. 3.3). These estimates are
shown in Figs. 3.7a and 3.7b.

Comparisons similar to those in Figs. 3.5 and 3.6 are shown in Figs. 3.8
and 3.9. A mean profile from the uniform wind estimates was obtained by ave-
raging Go and ;o over 1 km height intervals. The rawinsonde data are from OUN
at 2215 CST.

3.2.2 May 17, 1981

On this day, two storms had developed in west-central Oklahoma in advance
of a dryline. The northern cell was almost directly west and the southern
cell southwest of the Norman Doppler. Dual Doppler coverage of both storms

15



-8 130_ -

VG A% 4 4 7 ¢ v 7
20 4 P

4 4 4 4

“ 4

10—
,1913‘0 ....... T — s m

........ (-

+ 7

v v v

PR s
'
141
16+
18l {
| >
[ . L7
20t AP AV AV ArEPERERAVER SN IR AR L AR SR g
° P A A AR B \N 10‘»:(
]0/ A A A € 4 4 4 / 0
2t y
b ravs # xn 2 ¢ « 1010 \\ / 2
24‘~ s # 2\ _ 10 \ // :
P v }
26 i
28 J
S 10—10 1010, {
gqlotd ol 41 L4 U TS T WO U SO U B U Qo 4 )_.LK_J
003 0T T4 47 -45 -43 -41 -39 -37 -35 -33 -31 -29 -2/ -2
HORIZONTAL FLOW FIELD/PEFLECTIVITY [DRZ)
5719780
2215 CST 4 KM STORM MOTION
2 RADARS — 20.0M/S
sl "J!U‘jé‘;@’i}."f&/ﬁ‘"lTZHZTZ,/_
b N4 l//'/' ....... I N S S SR N 2 |
-S0+ [ ’7/1 ,,,,,, L L N N .
{r (4 L4 “ A <~ « « =« = % E S WU S R N O
“S2 - e AN CAREENE EE RN N N R v
- 20¥ AW N [N po4a
-S4+ ” *Jv R R ] [ N AN T
IR R A RS P RN g
-sg b 1020 ¢ 4 v 2Se v v~ Kon v v v v v B st s
S L W RN S I A PR N \7 [ A -
-S8+ ‘:A\l{|v~)/‘/;s\\\b\\\\/u\l .
F,H//)/.)H/(HH.~““\/(... 4]
B0+ P N AN R G s 4
_— ’K - (BRI Yo S S A S NN AN T ) 7 4
g2k A A Fe e & PO N TR TN VA S B ”
Loaoa\lr ol -.gb-‘.\\\\\\ N .|
VS NS ’C~~">*“*“‘\ SN o ’ 4
Lo A B0, eI VY N v ‘
Y Ny =S OO\ TR BN v )]
L //& >0 &\:\ \ \ [ B
68k e VDAY vy 7
ANt f/& ' |
LN 7
ol ]
° ) 7\
K 20 20
=72+ B
- -
el ) 1
- \ .
7Y S T B S A U S S L 20, 20, g l
18 -16 -14 -12 -10 -8 -6 -4 2 0 2 4 6 8 10

HORIZONTAL FLOW F %D REFLECTIVITY (DBZ)

Figure 3.2.--Horizontal flow field and
reflectivity factor in dBZ at 2016 CST
on June 19, 1980. The height is 4 km
AGL. The grid border numbers represent
distance from the Norman radar. The
wind vectors have had the storm motion
vector (shown in the upper right-hand
corner) subtracted out. The dashed
annulus sector ig the region where winds
were estimated from single Doppler
analysis.

FPigure 3.3.--Horigzontal flow field and
reflectivity factor on 19 June 1980,
except at 2215 CST (see Fig. 3.2).

16

R s

W‘uw ¢

119
10+ x
94
8 -
74
E ]
5 .
¥
44
34
2 i
14 _,Q?"M
‘.;";i::‘
% o 0 10 20 30
U-COMPONENT (M/S)
Figure 3.4.--Profiles of (a) the u-
component and (b) the v-component at
2016 CST on June 19, 1980. The short
dashed lines are from single Doppler
analysis over 30° x 2.5 km sectors. The
solid line is the profile derived from
dual Doppler analysis. The dual Doppler
wind at each level represents an average
of all horizontal wind vectors within 10
dBZ contours.
119
104 !‘il
N
94 a k|
o. “_\‘ “k
. = .
7- -
z .
X 6 .
[
¥
44
3
24
1+
b)
" To : %

0 10
V-COMPONENT (M/S)

17



HEIGHT (KM)

HEIGHT (KM)

HEIGHT (KM)

8-

T
10 20

10 2'0 30 =20 -I'O 0
V-COMPONENT (M/S)

. 0
U-COMPONENT (M/9)

Figure 3.5.--Comparison of (a) u—componeﬁt and (b) v—qomponent profiles at
2016 CST. The solid line is from dual Doppler analysis, the long dafhed line
is from single Doppler analysis, and the short dashed line is from the 2016

CST OUN rawinsonde.

119 . 11 =

— Vp = VR
104 /4//;: _—— 'Vs - Vg 10+
i -===-Vs =Vp
/
%
4

\\ o-

HEIGHT (KM}

|
i e
y H g \ ™
| o y o\

b)

. T Y
-20 -10 0 10 20 -30 -20 -10 0 10 20 k)

SPEED DIFFERENCES (m/s) DIRECTION DIFFERENCES (deg)

Figure 3.6.--Differences between (a) wind magnitudes V and (@) wind
directions A obtained from dual Doppler derived winds (D), eingle Doppler
derived winds (5), and rawinsonde (R).

18

HEIGHT (KM)

HEIGHT (KM)

o [o]
[+
10 10
o
) 0
9
9=
o
)
1 °
&1 8- o ©
74 (<]
7
) ol o
°
6 ° °
o ~ 61 o
S [ -]
T
&
- °
44 ¥ L @
<
3+ 3-
o -]
o °
24 © 2 . d
-] ° Cl
8 )
1+ [-} a) 1 %Oo b)
° §
%
0
-20 -‘lo T T T T 1 0 T - ;

—r .
) 40 50 _ 20 -10 0 10 2 10 10 0

0 10 20
U-COMPONENT (M/S) V-COMPONENT (M/S)

Figure 3.7.--Estimates of (a) u-component and (b) v-component from single
Doppler analyeie (circles) at 2215 CST on June 19, 1980. The eolid line
repregente the profile from dual Doppler analysis at the same time.

HEIGHT (KM)

20 30 0 0 "

-20 -10 0 10
U-COMPONENT  (M/S)

10 20 30 o  so
V-COMPONENT (M/S)

Figqre 3.8.--Profiles of (a) u-component and (b) v-component at 2215 CST. The
golid line te from dual Doppler analyetis, the long dashed line is from single
Doppler analysis, and the short dashed line is from the 2215 CST rawinsonde.

19



w] Vo = VR ]
9 —— Vs - VR 94
=== Vs -Vp
LB 8
74 74
g 6 > § 6
Ié S 4 g 5-"
¥, ¥
4
3 \Q\ 34
~ ——
~ ]
24 \;A » EE
s —
/ —
14 'd 14
a)
0 T T 1 0 v T v T T T v T
-20 -10 0 10 20 -90 -60 -30 0 »30 60
SPEED DIFFERENCES (m/s) DIRECTION DIFFERENCES (deg)
Figure 3.9.--Differences between (a) wind magnitudes V and (b) wind
directions A obtained from dual Doppler derived winds (D), single Doppler
derived winds (S), and rawinsonde (R) at 2215 CST.
TECUMSEH STORM " 150900 17 MAY 18981 4.0 KM
-34.00
=z
o=y
=
[+
Q
=
E-44.00
[+ 4
(S
L
Q
Z
[en
&
S-54.00 Figure 3.10.--Horizontal flow field and
” reflectivity factor in d@Z at.1509 CcSsT
on May 17, 1981. The height e 4.0 km
AGL. The mean wind vector (shown in the
| | . | . lower left-hand cormer) haq been
"64-%, 00 54,00 w300 s subtracted from the flow field. The
X DISTANCE FRC ACRTEN beginning reflectivity contour ig 20 dBz
710,07 with inerements of 10 dBZ.

LEVEL PERTURBATION

20

TECUMSEH STORM 153500 17 MAY 1881 5.0 KM

-19.00
=z
[ony
b
o=
[==]
P-4
&-29.00
¢4
[P
98]
Q
Z
e
(==
2
©-39.00
St
~
-49.09 | 1 | 1 | !
44.00 -34.00 -24.00 14
X DISTANCE FROM NORMAN
10.0M/5

LEVEL PERTURBATIGON
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began at 1445 CST and continued until 1525 when dual mapping continued only
for the southern storm.

During the first half-hour of radar coverage, the cells appeared narrow
(each cell subtended no more than 15° in azimuth) and they were relatively
weak. Maximum reflectivities at this time were still under 50 dBZ and updraft
speeds approached 20 ms~1 (Brewster, 1985). By 1535 CST, the southern cell
(referred to as the Tecumseh storm) had grown in areal coverage; maximum
reflectivities were near 60 dBZ and updraft speeds were measured in excess of
20 ms-L, Figures 3,10 and 3.11 are examples of the in-storm winds and

reflectivity factor at middle levels of the Tecumseh storm for 1509 and 1535
CST.

For the first analysis time (1503 CST), the individual storm cells were
too narrow in azimuthal extent for an adequate uniform wind analysis on each
cell. Because the storms were in close proximity, we decided to use Doppler
data from both storms to estimate the winds. The sector sizes chosen to
encompass both storms were then quite large (70° x 10 km); however, the data
voids between storms were near 40°. In this particular case the two cells
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were at approximately the same range from the Norman Doppler so that the data
had been incorporated into the uniform wind algorithm without any modifica-
tions. This technique can also be applied when storms are at different ranges
but then data from different elevations may have to be combined to assure that
they are from approximately the same height. The results of this single
Doppler analysis along with dual Doppler analysis and rawinsonde are shown in
Figs. 3.12 through 3.14., The dual Doppler wind profiles are from 1535 CST and
the rawinsonde data come from TTS at 1516 CST (TTS is Tuttle, Oklahoma,
located approximately 30 km west of Norman).

By the second analysis time (1535 CST), the Tecumseh storm was large
enough in azimuthal extent for a uniform wind analysis. These results are
given in Figs. 3.15 through 3.17. The dual Doppler wind profiles and the
rawinsonde data are the same as before since they were the only ones
available.

3.3 Conclusions

We have shown that it is possible to profile the winds up to 10 km AGL
with a single Doppler radar using storms as targets. To assess the accuracy
of the uniform wind algorithm in profiling the winds, comparisons between pro-
files derived from single and dual Doppler analysis and rawinsonde were
made. From these, questions concerning the representativeness of single
Doppler winds to in-storm winds and in-storm winds to the environmental flow
can be addressed.

As a general observation, profiles from all three techniques show a cer-
tain degree of similarity. Closer examination reveals differences in wind
speed and direction between profiles generally less than 10 ms"1 and 30°
respectively. Such discrepancies are to be expected when one considers the
inherent errors in each technique. For example, dual Doppler reconstructed
winds suffer from the vertical smoothing that occurs when data are interpo-
lated to constant height surfaces. Rawinsonde winds contain uncertainties
resulting from elevation tracking errors. The expected wind vector errors in
rawinsonde wind measurements are discussed by Ference (1951). More recent
work by Hoehne (1980) found 3.1 ms ™1 to be the standard deviation of the
difference between winds measured by tracking with independent systems two
sondes suspended from the same balloons. Bias and variance errors for single
Doppler wind estimates have already been discussed.
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In deriving the wind profiles, not all the data were common to both
single and dual Doppler analyses. For a good dual Doppler analysis, the two
beams should intersect at angles between 60° and 120°., 1In our single Doppler
analyses, we have not included data with reflectivities above 40 dBZ, in order
to avoid contamination by hydrometeor fallspeeds and the perturbations
expected near the storm core. Only when the in-storm winds are relatively
unperturbed, as would occur in weak cells, we expect single Doppler estimates
to agree with dual Doppler estimates.

Finally, important philosophical questions must be addressed: What is it
that the measurements represent, and what is it that we would like them to
represent? The second question is easily answered -- we know that practically
every meteorologist has interest in the wind at various altitudes. A radar
that can measure in clear air over large range intervals would then be the
choice instrument. In environments perturbed by storms, we believe that
either technique (radar versus rawinsonde) would be equivalent. As a matter of
fact, the radar might have an advantage over a rawinsonde because it can
obtain several profiles (in various directions and ranges where cells are
located), each of which would be an average representation of winds in a given
region. The rawinsonde winds are representative of conditions along the
balloon path which may be considerably perturbed in the presence of cells.

4. ECHOES FROM CLEAR AIR

4,1 Reflectivity of the Planetary Boundary Layer (PBL)

Experience with 10 c¢cm wavelength radars has shown that the mixed layer
provides enough reflectivity that, even with modest performance, these radars
can map velocities in the PBL. The exact nature of tracers is not always
known but generally these are refractive index fluctuations, insects, and
debris (airborne particulates). Our observations in Oklahoma during spring,
summer, and autumn suggest that the boundary layer during daytime provides
ample reflectivity to make meaningful measurements, often to more than 100 km
in range. Sometimes the echoes extend to greater heights, and limited obser-
vations during storm days suggest that good measurements are possible in the
evenings as well. These findings are summarized in Section 4.4, We briefly
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examine the echoes in winter associated with arctic air masses since then the
atmosphere is most stable and there are no flying insects. Under these condi-
tions we expect the weakest echoes and thus the most demanding performance of
the radar. We have made measurements on several days and discuss three of
these.

There is no single theory to explain reflectivity at a 10 cm wavelength
that we observe in the PBL. Rather, depending on the situation, it is pos-
sible to use appropriate models and obtain order-of-magnitude effects. When
scattering is from layers, the theory in Appendix D can be used. It requires
measurement of thermodynamic variables: potential temperature through the
layer, pressure, and mixing ratio. If on the other hand scattering occurs
throughout the depth of the mixed layer, then the reflectivity can be
estimated from heat and moisture fluxes (Rabin, 1983). It requires measure-
ments or estimates of fluxes at the earth's surface. Direct measurements of
fluxes have limited accuracy and can suffer from horizontal variability. In
either case there may be insects or other point targets that may make measure-
ment interpretation more difficult.

4.2 Case Studies - Examples of Weak Reflection in January

We have examined Doppler spectra from very cold days in January because
then the atmosphere is stable; hence the reflectivity from refractive index
fluctuations is lowest. Also, after cold front passage, there are no insects
to contaminate the measurements (of course, debris could be present). We
present results of measurements on three cold days of January 1985,

4.,2.1 January 16, 1985

Several spectra were collected on this day in order to test wind
mapping in clear air and nonprecipitating clouds. A cool front passed over
the radar site before noon. The temperature at the surface was 4°C at 0600
CST; it dropped to 2°C at 0900 CST after frontal passage, then warmed to 7°C
at 1500 CST, and fell back to 4°C at 1800 CST. The rawinsonde wind soundings
from 0600 and 1800 CST (Fig. 4.1) indicate strong shear between the surface
and 600 m and considerable variability in the first kilometer both before and
after the front's passage. Hence, extrapolation of wind data from near the
ground (<600 m) to higher altitudes would be difficult.
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Figure 4.2.--Potential temperature from two soundings on January 16, 1985.
£ st Ear
Z; Zg The potential temperature profile at 0600 CST (Fig. 4.2) suggests the
< 21 < 2+ possibility that the surface layer and a layer at about 1 km could have
'5:‘ l':E enhanced mixing and therefore increased reflectivity. A later sounding at
1 | © £ - 1800 CST shows that the height of the mixed layer has grown to 1.2 km.
w ' L
T I Sixteen spectra from consecutive range locations are shown on Figs. 4.3 -
: : . | . e £6 . . . S 4.6. A cold front was moving through the data collection area north of
0]
250 290 330 0 6 12 I% 24 Oklahoma City at the time the spectra in Fig. 4.3 were collected. Thus,
WIND DIRECTION WIND SPEED (ms™) spectra from the first three range locations were produced by the southerly
winds. The spectral widths, o,s range from 1 to 2 ms~! and the effective
reflectivity factor, Z,, from -17 to -14 dBZ (see Appendix E for details of
the calculations). The bimodal spectra from the fourth to ninth range loca-
Figure 4.1.--Wind epeed and direction from two soundings on January 16, 198 5. tions are produced by the cold front air that is moving toward the radar and

by the relatively warm environmental air overriding the front as illustrated
in Fig. 4.7. The strong spectra have widths of about 2 ms~1 and reflectivi-
ties of 0 dBZ. Spectra from the environmental flow (Fig. 4.4) are enhanced in
a layer between 300 and 500 m, spectral widths are about 1.5 ms'l, and reflec-
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tivity is -14 dBZ. At this range (30-40 km) the signal below the layer is
weak and not readily apparent. However, closer to the radar (5-12 km in Fig.
4,5), we see that all the mixed layer contributes to the reflections and fur-
thermore, that there are weak echoes between 700 m and 1.25 km (Fig. 4.6). We
do not know if these are from elevated layers or clouds. We estimate the
spectral widths to be about 0.7 m s-1 (Fig. 4.5, 4.6) and the reflectivities
vary from -23 to -28 dBZ. The strongest reflectivity (O dBZ) occurs at the
frontal interface. It could also be influenced by particles made airborne by
the wind. We compute the an for the more typical values of reflectivities
(-14 to -28 dBZ). From (E.7) we find C,2 between 10°13:2 ang 10-14.6 =2/3,
We have more confidence in the lower values that we observed (-28 < Z, < -23)
hecause these were measured nearer the radar (5 to 15 km) where the resolution
volumes are much smaller and therefore more 1ikely to be uniformly filled with
irregularities. Therefore more representative values for an range from
10-14.1 ¢4 10-14.6 m‘2/3. This range of values corresponds to the lower end
of an observed by Gossard (1977) in maritime air.

Because the soundings are not representative of the conditions in the
boundary layer that existed during radar operations, we cannot obtain theore-
tical values for the reflectivity nor the structure constant.
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4,2.2 January 18, 1985

This was also a cool day after the passage of a cold front. Winds at the
surface were northerly (Fig. 4.8) and the potential temperature profile sug-
gests a strong but shallow surface inversion layer at 0600 CST which is com-
pletely mixed out at 1800 CST (Fig. 4.9). Clouds were present over most of
Oklahoma during our measurements (Fig. 4.10). The spectra (collected between
1200 and 1300 CST) suggest that the surface layer was about 200 m deep
(Fig. 4.11a) and that there was another region of enhanced reflectivity
extending from 400 m to about 1.2 km (Fig. 4.11b). Measured values of an and
reflectivity factor for these two layers are:

-8.5i¢0 -11 dBZ, C 27 071266 1o TOE T /3

Lower layer Z,
-1275/d82,J6)A= 10-13 n-2/3,

Upper layer Zg

Because it was cloudy we expect that the strong inversion near ground did not
erode very much by 1200 CST when the measurements were made. Therefore the
reflectivity of the Tower layer is strong and compares poorly with the theore-
tical value of -17 dBZ (C,2 of 107135 m=2/3) based on the 0600 CST sounding
(Fig. 4.9). The higher measured values can be explained by the uncertainty in
the gradients of potential temperature, which must have been weaker at 1200
CST. For example, if we have a gradient that is one-half the value at 0600
CST we get a Zo = -10 dBZ, We do not have the potential temperature profile
of the higher layer and hence cannot compute its reflectivity.

We also used this opportunity to estimate the cloud thickness. For that
purpose a signal was transmitted through a shrouded, vertically pointing
antenna. Spectra at two different times present definite evidence of a cloud
layer (Fig. 4.12a and 4.12b).

At 0905 CST the layer extends between 4 and 5.5 km; surface observation
from Oklahoma City put the cloud base height at 4 km. At 1200 CST the surface
observation estimates the cloud base to be at 2.6 km, and we see in Fig. 4.12b
that the radar estimated base is at 2.2 km. So on days like this, spatially
continuous profiles of velocities could be obtained from the surface to about
6 km,
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Figure 4.9.--Potential temperature from two soundings on January 18, 198 5.
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#igure 4.8.--Wind epeed and direction from two eoundings on January 18, 1985.

Figure 4.10.--Satellite picture of
Oklahoma, January 18, 19885, at 1030 CST.
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Figure 4.11.--Sixteen consecutive spectra collected at 1221 CST on January 18, . ) D

1985. The range to the firet gate is 4 km and the gates are spaced 1.2 km Figure 4.12.--Doppler spectra at vertical incidence. (a) Time is 0906 CST and
apart. (a) Vertical scale is 16 dB/ div; one hundred epectra were averaged in range gates are spaced 300 m apart. The spectral coefficient at zero Doppler
order to obtain plote on this figure. Azimuth ie 164.2° and elevation is velocity has been replaced with the adjacent left value. Thirty two spectra

0.8°. (b) Vertical scale is 8 dB/div; aaimuth=165.6° and elevation = 3.1°. were averaged aﬂd the vertical scale is 16 dB/div. (D) Time is 1201 CST, 128
spectra were averaged, and gate spacing is 600 m.
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4,2.3 January 21, 1985

On this day temperatures were -10°C at the surface, and winds were from
the northwest; there were high cirrus clouds over part of Oklahoma (Fig.
4.13), but these did not produce measurable echoes. Height profiles of wind-
speed and direction from the morning (0600 CST) sounding show considerable
shear in the low levels, indicating again that radar measurements from near
the ground would not extrapolate correctly to higher altitudes. Note that an
abrupt change in speed occurs 1 km above ground, which is slightly above the
height where radar measurements were possible on this day (Fig. 4.14).

Doppler spectra collected at 1200 CST (Fig. 4.15) show an enhanced layer
between 500 and 800 m. Because the antenna was pointing in the downwind
direction, we can compare the windspeeds with rawinsonde observations. Radar
winds varied from about 4 ms~! to 7 ms~l. These values are about 4 ms~! Tower
than the rawinsonde observations at 0600 CST and are equal Lo or greater than
the observations at 1800 CST. But if we average the two rawinsonde observa-
tions we obtain a very good comparison with the radar measured winds. The
reflectivity factor and an in the middle of this layer are estimated to
be Ze = -25.,6 dBZ and an = 10-14.4 m'2/3, which are comparable with the lower

Figure 4.13.--Visible satellite picture at 0930 CST on January 21, 1986.
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values seen on January 16th. With time, the height of enhanced reflectivity

grew to about 1 km but the values of Z, and an did not change appreciably.

iy gﬁ&‘;égifé";hmk,f*wh’,gmg]_’ : e Plots of potential temperature (Fig. 4.16) show that the inversion was very
M'w."v e i * s ; : ‘ 5 e

weak at 0600 CST near the ground and that the mixed layer extended to about
0.8 km by 1800 CST.

Results of the measurements for the three winter days are summarized in
Table 4.1. Reflectivities in clear air were less than -10 dBZ and were pro-
| duced by turbulent mixing of refractive index gradients. These were confined
1 to a few relatively thin layers, one of which was from the ground to a few
hundred meters. The higher layer had a weaker reflectivity (less than -20
dBZ) and extended from about 0.5 km to an upper height that grew with time to

about 1.2 km. Spectral widths in all cases were between 0.6 and 1.3 ms'l.

Table 4.1.--Measured Reflectivity Factor of Clear Air

Reflectivity  Structure

PRESSURE (mb)

Range Height factor C°"§7§"t
Date Time (km) (km) (dBZ) fmr=i2) Comments
Figure 4.16.--Doppler spectra on January 21, 1985. Number of averaged spectra Jan. 16 0900- 6 <0.6 -28 10-14.6 Two layers
18 200, elevation angle is 3.1°, azimuth is 15.6°, and the scale is 4 1000 CST
dB/div. The time is 1109 CST. 10 0,721,276 g3 10-14.1 Ahead of
cold front
21 JANUARY 40 0.3-0.5  -14 10136 Behind the
co ron
600 0600 CST 6001 I800 CST
108 3 Jan. 18 1200- 8 <0.2 -10 10-12.8 Strong
1300 CST inversion
700 700}
{0 T 10 0.4-1,2 -12.5 10-13 Cloudy;
= 4
P Jo = clouds had
i a3 measurable Z
800 : X oot : |
(2]
zo z q Jan. 21 1100 CST 11 0.5-0.8  -25.6 10-14.3 Cloudy but
{1 -y 4w no measure-
T able Z from
900 900 clouds
1 1 1 1 o 1 1 1 o
270 280 290 300 280 290 300
POTENTIAL TEMPERATURE (K) POTENTIAL TEMPERATURE (K)

Figure 4.16.--Potential temperature profiles at 0600 and 1800 CST on January
21, 1986.
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4,3 Example of Strong Reflections on May 27, 1983

We have conducted an experiment for the purpose of relating the radar
reflectivity factor Z to the integrated water vapor content as measured by a
ground-based radiometer. Results of this experiment that are pertinent to
measurement of velocities in clear air are presented in this section. So far
we have analyzed only one day of data. Besides the radar and radiometer there
was a lidar at Chickasha (40 km SW of Norman) operated by the University of
Wisconsin, and a set of rawinsonde measurements. The relative positions of
these instruments with respect to the Norman Doppler radar are shown in
Fig. 4.17.

Doppler radar data collection began at 0800 in the morning, local stan-
dard time (LST), and volume scans (PPI) were collected every 30 minutes there-
after until 1600 LST. Radar parameters during this data collection are listed
in Table 4.2

We have calculated the equivalent reflectivity factor from histograms of
the reflectivities in an annulus between 40 km and 50 km from the radar.

First a modal value of the histogram was found, then three digital categories
on either side of the peak were used for a weighted average (first moment)
calculation. This allowed us to edit some data automatically and also to
obtain a considerably better resolution than the 1 dB width of our digital
categories for reflectivity.
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quiescent atmosphere on May 27, 1983.

Table 4.2.--Radar Parameters on May 27, 1983

Peak power 600 kW
Pulse repetition time 2.3 ms
Pulse length 1 us
Beamwidth (one-way 3 dB) 0.8°
Number of samples for 64
velocity (pulse pair)
estimation
Equivalent number of samples 64

for reflectivity estimation

Antenna rotation rate 6° s'1

Vertical profiles of reflectivities obtained in this manner are shown in
Figs. 4.18a and 4.18b. Note that the lowest observation height is about 400 m
because the lowest elevation angle was 0.4° and the average distance to the
resolution volumes was 45 km. A 4/3 earth radius model for bending of rays in
a stratified atmosphere was used in our calculations. The reflectivity values
and the height profiles typify non-stormy spring days in Oklahoma. The
gradual increase of reflectivities at all heights until about 1130 LST is most
likely caused by the rise of the mixed layer under the influence of solar
heating. From 1130 until about 1500 the profile develops a peak in reflec-
tivity that is slightly below the top of the mixed layer. The growth of the
mixed layer is witnessed from the rawinsonde data (Fig. 4.19a). At 0600 the
layer top deduced from the potential temperature is at about 300 m, and by
0900 it reaches 600 m. The mixing ratio profiles for this day show a definite
increase after 1430 LST and there is a steady increase in total precipitable
water measured by the microwave radiometer (Fig. 4.20). This may be partly
responsible for the increase in reflectivity, which at 10 cm wavelengths is
influenced both by temperature and humidity irregularities. The lidar-
determined heights of the mixed layer (Fig. 4.21) are consistent with the
rawinsondes, and show that the thickness of the entrainment zone was about 200
to 400 m. The location of the peak reflectivity coincides with the bottom of
the entrainment zone in Fig. 4.21. We propose that this increase in
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27 MAY 1983

reflectivity is caused by the temperature fluxes that tend, later in the day,

to build maximum value away from the earth's surface.

However, it is instructive to compare the measured reflectivity with 20
theoretical values. First we use the theory based on temperature and moisture
flux values (Rabin 1983) and later a theory based on turbulent mixing of shear
layers (Appendix D). Comparison with thermal flux theory is seen in Fig. 4.22
for a ratio of sensible heat flux (H) to surface evaporation (E) (i.e., Bowen 1.0
ratio) of B = 0.002. The theoretical curve of reflectivity versus incoming

solar radiation (S) in Fig. 4.22 does not change for small Bowen ratios

HEIGHT (km)

(B <0.02). For larger Bowen ratios the curve shifts toward lower reflectivi- :
|
ties. The theoretical value of reflectivity shown in the figure is an upper L > 003/,
5 QLo %3600
1imit because we have assumed that all incoming solar radiation is transformed
into fluxes (i.e., S = H + E), mostly moisture flux. Thus, reflection and a)

1 1 1

long wave radiative loss from the earth's surface are neglected, as well as 0.2 : : ;
heat diffusion into the earth. The general trend of the measured reflectivity w22 -20 -8 -16 -14 -2 -10 -8
at 500 m agrees well with the theoretical model. This reinforces our belief EFFECTIVE REFLECTIVITY FACTOR Z, (dBZ)

that the mixed layer driven by solar fluxes is mainly responsible for the
reflectivity through fluctuations of the refractive index. This finding does Figure 4.18.--Height profiles of reflectivity factor (dBZ) on 27 May 1983,

not exclude contribution from insects, which may also be distributed taken (a) every 30 min between 0800 and 1130 LST, and (b) from 1130 until 1600
throughout the mixed layer. Reflectivity change at two heights in Fig. 4.23 LST.

definitely demonstrates the connection with solar radiation. As expected, the
maximum at a height of 1 km lags (by about 2 hours) the maximum at 0.5 km.

27 MAY 1983

Calculated values of an and reflectivity from the theory of turbulent
breakdown of shear layers (see Appendix D for calculation details) are listed 20
in Table 4.3 for three different times and four discernible layers.

A quick comparison with measured values in Fig. 4.18a reveals that the

[e)

LI

computed effective reflectivity factors from strong layers are generally
higher. However, the spread of an values is just too large for a definite
conclusion. Because the mixing ratio profile (Figure 4.19b) is very noisy we
have also used the average gradient of the mixing ratio (2 g kg'1 km'l) over
the 1 km depth to compute the an. Using this smaller value of the mixing

HEIGHT (km)
o

(6]

1

ratio gradient means that most of the contribution to an comes from the
potential temperature gradient. We see that the agreement is better and that
the theoretical values of the reflectivity factor are about 2-3 dB lower than

0.2 1 | 1 |
-22 -20 -18 -16 -14 -12 -10 -8

EFFECTIVE REFLECTIVITY FACTOR Z, (dBZ)
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27 MAY 1983
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Figure 4.21.--Entrainment zone heights obtained with lidar.
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REFLECTIVITY Ze (dB2)

Table 4,3.--Computed Reflectivity Factor and an on May 27, 1983 From
Rawinsonde Data

Station OKC OKC SNL SNL

Time (LST) 6 6 9 13
Mean height (m) 250 500 500 900
GRERTAIE/ 278 9.8 x10714 317 %2013 000107 %0071 e x 10712
Reflectivity factor -12.1 -6.3 -9.6 -1.7

(dBZ)*
Ga&o(mFeE )t 9.3 x 10714 5.1 10-14 5,9 x 10714 4,6 x 10°14
Reflectivity factor  -12.3 -14.9 -14.3 -15.4

(dBZ)*

*) From maximum gradients of mixing ratio 1 1
t) From an average gradient of mixing ratio of 2 g kg™ km~

measurements because the moisture contribution has been neglected. Nevertheless,
if there were no other mechanisms controlling the reflectivity (for example,
clouds), the layers would be detectable since they have larger an than the ones
measured during the three winter days.

Our measured reflectivities (Fig. 4.18a and b) at 500 m above ground imply a
an between 10'12'8 and 10'13'4, and we have no evidence of distributed layers
either from rawinsonde or radar measurements. Furthermore, later soundings do
not show isolated layers. So if refractive index irregularities dominate the
scattering process they must be associated with temperature and moisture fluxes
originating at the ground. Note on Fig. 4.22 that our measured reflectivities
are below the upper 1imit imposed by a realistic Bowen ratio. Even though
convective mixing can account for the reflectivity as witnessed by the similarity
of the data to the theoretical curve in Fig. 4.21, we must bear in mind that
enhanced convection will also bring more insects to higher altitudes. Thus the
trend of reflectivity increase with time would be the same for both mechanisms
(insects or refractive index fluctuations).

There are two factors that point toward significant contribution from
insects. First, the reflectivity profiles with height (Rabin, 1983) based on
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VELOCITY (M/S)

increased insect distributions should fall exponentially (linearly on the log
scale) just as is the case for most of our profiles. Second, (a) our values of
an inferred from measured reflectivity are at least two orders of magnitude
higher than values measured with an FM-CW radar by Chadwick and Moran (1980); (b)
they are two orders of magnitude higher than the aircraft measurements of Ochs
and Lawrence (1972); (c) they are about two orders of magnitude larger than
Gossard's (1977) estimates based on radiosonde measurements; and (d) about one
order of magnitude larger than values in the center of an inversion measured with
a spaced refractometer by Bean et al. (1971).

An example of a velocity azimuth display (VAD) for this day is shown in Fig.
4.24. The data used were in the range interval from 40 to 50 km. Altogether 45
consecutive (in range) velocities were averaged along each radial. To eliminate

1 of the modal value were

outliers, only those velocities within 12 m s~
averaged. The least-squares fit was made to the zeroth, first, and second har-
monic over the 360° circle. The wind profile from such a VAD is shown in Figs.
4.25a and 4.25b. Winds from three nearby rawinsondes (see Fig. 4.17 for
locations) are also included, and we note a very good agreement between all these

instruments.

as. 13s. 225, 315.
AZIMUTH (DEG)

F?gure 4.24.--A velocity azimuth display (VAD) on May 27, 1983. Data for this
display were collected between 1510 and 1535 LST. The smooth curve is a
least-squares fitted sum of three harmonics.
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4,4 Summary of 1983 Experiments

The Interim Operational Test Facility (IOTF) of the National Weather Service
conducted a test in the spring of 1983 in Norman, Oklahoma. One of the
objectives was to obtain from the VAD the vertical profiles of wind. Altogether
there were 24 operational days in April and May and 18 days in June. These
observations were conducted between 1200 and 2100 CST. On 3 out of the 24 days
in April and May (after cold frontal passages) the reflectivities were below -15
dBZ so that reliable winds at 1 to 2 km above ground could not be obtained. In
June, winds through the boundary layer were always obtainable. During these
tests pulse pair derived velocities were analyzed, which, at low signal to noise
ratios, are more prone to contamination by ground clutter and point targets. If
spectral processing were used, we believe that we would have obtained profiles of
winds in the boundary layer on these days as well.

Another noteworthy observation was that the days of little echo were also
fair weather days. Strong low-level winds brought stronger signal. All the low-
level jets that occurred were detectable. The average difference between the VAD
and the rawinsonde winds was less than 1%. On most days, wind velocities were
measured reliably to about 4 km above ground level with 1ittle or no cloud cover
present.

4,5 Measurements at Wallops Island

Measurements made in the early seventies at Wallops Island are in accord
with our findings. The Wallops Island radar has a 60 ft diameter antenna and
peak power of 3 MW, which translates to a power-aperture product that is about 17
times larger than the one for the Norman radar. The wavelength is also 10 cm, yet
observation of reflectivities on an RHI display (Fig. 4.26) show layers extending
to 4 km and no more. Actually at the earlier time there seems to be only one
layer at 8 km and the rest are below 1 km. Later in the day the layers appear at
most heights below 4 km and are especially strong at 4 km and below 1 km.
Recently, NSSL scientists repeated measurements at Wallops Island and used
coherent processing (pulse pair) to display velocity fields in an RHI format.
Again there was no echo above 6 km but the radar did not operate at peak
sensitivity. We must conclude then that measurements between 1 and 4 to 6 km are
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not always possible. At higher altitudes they may be rare if the radar
wavelength is 10 cm.

5. CONCLUSTIONS

It has been our experience from the lTimited measurements in Oklahoma and
Colorado that radars with a 10 cm wavelength will always measure some echo to
about a few hundred meters above ground. These weak echoes are from refractive
index irregularities and are weakest in winter months and when the atmosphere is
very stable. In order to measure winds under these conditions it is necessary to
employ Doppler spectral analysis. We have shown examples of Doppler spectra from
which values of the structure constant Cg and effective reflectivity factor Ze
were calculated. The Z, ranged from -10 to -28 dBZ in January and could be
explained with the theory of turbulent mixing of layers. Reflectivity factors in
the spring are typically larger than -15 dBZ and for the one case analyzed could
be explained by convective mixing of humidity and potential temperature
gradients. The presence of insects is also significant during the warmer months
in Oklahoma. Until recently we had no independent means to discriminate between
insects and refractive index fluctuations. However, a radar having dual
polarization capability may help us to discriminate between the two mechanisms.

It is important to note that during warmer months measurements are possible
through the boundary layer and very often above it. The presence of a low-level
jet (2 to 4 km above ground) was always detectable.

Our results for 10 cm wavelength radars cannot always be extrapolated to
shorter wavelengths., If turbulence is in the inertial subrange and all other
radar parameters are equal, then signal to noise ratios are proportional

to A5/3 for clear air. If particles are scatterers, the proportionality is A'z .

To extrapolate our clear air data to a wavelength of 3 cm would require tur-
bulent eddies of size A/2 =.1.5 cm to be in the inertial subrange. It is not
known how often this is the case in the planetary boundary layer. As a matter of
fact not enough data are available for us to ascertain how often turbulent eddies
of size 5 c¢cm are in the inertial subrange above the boundary layer. Our own
experience and that of others is that there may be intermittent layers below 6 km
within which there are energetic eddies that produce echoes for 10 cm radars.
Most often, turbulence on scales of 5 c¢cm at these heights is in the dissipative
regime so there are no detectable echoes or there are big gaps between layers.
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Thus, routine measurements above the boundary layer at centimeter wavelengths are
not possible and other means must be sought to make such measurements.

One possibility is to take advantage of other natural scatterers. This
prompted us to examine the occurrence of precipitation and clouds in the
continental U.S.A. Overall, 38% of the time there are enough clouds to allow
measurements to at least 3 km. There is scattered light precipitation 12% of the
time, and the remaining 26% of the time rain is reaching the ground somewhere

near the radar.
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